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Resolution of the Pacific Northwest Economic Region (PNWER)
on the importance of addressing the imminent threat of invasive mussels through
prevention, readiness, and mitigation

WHEREAS, the Pacific Northwest Economic Region (PNWER) serves to strengthen the
integrated economies of Alaska, Alberta, British Columbia, Idaho, Montana, Northwest
Territories, Oregon, Saskatchewan, Washington and Yukon; and

WHEREAS, PNWER unites government, businesses, Indigenous leaders, nonprofits,
academics and community stakeholders across borders, enabling a nonpartisan, collaborative
approach to addressing common challenges and advancing solutions that bring region-wide
benefits; and

WHEREAS, the integrated economies of the PNWER region, spanning both sides of the border,
rely heavily on the environmental, cultural and economic benefits for water systems within our
region; and

WHEREAS, the introduction and establishment of invasive species pose significant risk to the
region’s economy, environment, cultural resources, recreation, human health, and regional
sense of place and way of life; and

WHEREAS, aquatic invasive species, such as quagga and zebra mussels, and golden mussels,
pose a threat to shipping, agricultural production and food security, aquatic infrastructure,
including hydroelectric dams, fish hatcheries and passage systems, and others; and

WHEREAS, the annual cost to mitigate quagga and zebra mussel impacts to hydroelectric
facilities alone is estimated to be more than $500 million annually within the region, and new
threats like golden mussels pose a potentially greater threat, illustrated by $100 million annual
costs to hydroelectric power in Brazil; and

WHEREAS, the cost of prevention is far less than the cost of response and management, and
long-term impacts can be avoided or decreased now through investing in mitigation including
ongoing prevention and response planning and preparedness; and

WHEREAS, state, provincial and territorial governments are the primary jurisdictions to lead
action in prevention, public awareness and engagement, response planning and preparedness;
and

WHEREAS, PNWER exemplifies the power of cross-border cooperation in bridging states,
provinces, territories, industries and sectors in common cause towards mutual prosperity; and



NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT PNWER reaffirms its commitment to:

1. Designating invasive mussels as the top aquatic invasive species priority for the region;

2. Urging governments to continue to prioritize and strengthen prevention and response
planning and preparedness;

3. Encouraging the use of U.S. and Canadian federal authorities, and promoting
opportunities to increase technical and financial support;

4. Encouraging jurisdictions to prioritize a cooperative approach to harmonize regional and
watershed-based response plans and forums such as the 100th Meridian Initiative
Columbia River Basin Interagency Invasive Species Response Plan for Dreissenid
Species, Western Regional Panel on Aquatic Nuisance Species, or other forums;

5. Highlighting the importance of existing partnerships, while engaging new partners and
sectors that are at risk.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be transmitted to PNWER State
Governors, PNWER Premiers, Members of Congress from PNWER States, Members of
Parliament from PNWER Provinces and Territories, the PNWER member jurisdictions, State
Agency Directors and Provincial Ministers, and other key organizations such as the Pacific
States Marine Fisheries Commission, Western Governors’ Association, Council of State
Governments West, and key non-governmental stakeholders representing shipping and
movement of commodities, irrigators and food producers, public and private utilities, and
organizations representing fisheries production.

Adopted this third day of October, 2025.
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