Alberta Advantage for Rats

s Started rat free (1949)
= Cold North
® Mountains West

® Montana sparsely inhabited at our south
border

m Fastern border only overland migration
threat



Rat Control in Alberta

Alberta was the only jurisdiction on
the North American Continent
considered to be a rat free territory
prior to 1950, and sfill is.



Thie Invasive &t

« 206 OTEISYIM L2 60 XmEeSoln

Not managed to invade Alberta



Wgrway ».goat

* Ore (ﬁp 12 species gp &ttu&

® N
— N
g N

.- 4

* ﬂz‘fm agqressive and adaptive ?f ol

_ ol

° @nfy aggttuos Jucce&ypuf to inkabit the ﬂj;*az'rz'ea‘

o



Jhe c%zvaa‘ive &t

W;t afWay& a ﬂiarmn'te OJC m;z;n
Establiskhed on c%"fcmt[:s that house Jag]aufatz'onef OJC sea birds
Wordd wide eyﬁ%rt to eradicate the rat ﬁom small g;faﬂt[:f

%naccgoa Island tafzﬁrnz’a 1990
— 1907 rat became established

— ;%sz'/fz'fatec[ Xantus ﬂzrrefet and %ﬁ@ <(thm*m-ﬂjetref
— 7*" aerial cl}g]a g[‘ bait in Wgrt/f %merz’ca

—
Xtmtu& ﬂ:&rrefet



Jhe g;zva&'ve at

° &t c%"fzmc[ rats eradicated 2009
* 46 kaffegf&f dred”

Xcmtu& mrrefet
Cassin's %uk-fet
?org Tailed Storm gjetref

Ieac/; :9 3trom gsetref
n?‘;zjlrﬁféc[ n?‘;z;rrefet
Efack‘ @y&ter— (Catc/tder

: ' wtian él;fan \\ af&k}\
¢ ;%erz'af baited with Erocfzﬁcoum bloc



Jhe %vam've &t

° :g;u/az'z' 7:/’;117105 %tz’onaf ﬂjar/( E C.

¢ ﬂjr(y'ect Wgy% ﬁz’n& &turninj
2.5 milfion ﬁve Yyear Jarg'ect 2 years feﬁ

* 2 smallislands rats eradicated Work;'nj on a 80 acre island




Jhe c%zvmn've &t

° ZZ’Waz'z' 72%71710& W;tz'onaf ﬂjarg

— %r cl}(Z]oJoz'nj tons gp Erocﬁ'fizcoum

— 711;;11(!" baited some OJC the shorefines and accessible areas using
batt stations

— Aerial dropped bait spring 2013
— No cutdoor re:gz'&tratz'on OJF ﬁroc[iﬁcoum
— Dome non-target casualties eagoectec[

— SN\estore ecof(yz'caf balance



Rat Control in Alberta

®The provincial authorities were initially
concerned that rats might spread plague
throughout Alberta. (Dept. of Health)

BN 1950's the rat control program was turned
over to Alberta Agriculture because rats
were found predominately in rural areas next
to the Saskatchewan border



Rat Control in Alberta

Rat Control Zone was created 1951
® gdvocated the destruction of all rats
® eliminated rat harborages and food supplies
®rat-proofed buildings
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o |n 1952 The Dep’r of Agncul’rure employed
Poulin Pest Control fo eradicate existing rat
colonies in the rat control zone

« Range 1, 2 and 3 from Cold Lake to Montana



Rat Control Zone Today

» 6 jurisdictions with PCQO'’s assigned
» check every premise yearly for rats
« setf out bait and hand out bait to property owners
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Rat Control Strategy

1. Eastern border buffer control zone to destroy
overland invasion of rats.

(18 mile strip along the Sask. Border from
Cold Lake to Montana)



Rat Control Strategy

2. A network of Municipal Pest Control Officers
(PCOs) across the province to identify and
destroy any migrant rats

m 70 municipal/county PCO'’s (Ag. Fieldmen)
= Many Town and City PCQO's
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3. The continued support of all citizens to
report rats sightings and destroy rafs.



Rat Conirol Program Requirements

® Training
m Yearly fraining of RCZ staff and Ag Fieldmen
® Semi-annual Municipal PCO training

m Pest Insider
m Quarterly news letter

m Trade Fairs Ag Show Conferences

m Assist with rat infestations & coordinate rat control



We rely on all Albertan’s to
report a rat sighting




Agricultural Pests Act

Municipalities Roles and Responsibilities




Agricultural Pests Act
. Duty of the individual

J Section 5 (2) of the Agricultural Pests Act states:

(2) An owner or occupant of land or property or the owner or
person in control of livestock shall take active measures to

(2) prevent the establishment of pests on or in the land, property or livestock
unless otherwise authorized by the Minister,

(b) control or destroy all pests on or in the land, or property or livestock unless
authorized by the Minister, and

(c) destroy any crop, vegetation, or other matter that contributes or may
contribute to the maintenance or spread of a pest on or in the land,
property or livestock.



Agricultural Pests Act
dDuty of the Local Authority

dSection 6 of the Agricultural Pests Act (APA)
states:

QA local authority of a municipality shall take active
measures

(a) to prevent the establishment of, or
(b) to control or destroy, Pests in the municipality.



Agricultural Pests Act

Appointment of inspectors by local authority.

1Section 10 of the APA states:

10(1) The local authority of a municipality shall appoint a
sufficient number of inspectors to carry out this Act and
the regulations with in the municipality.

(2) Two or more local authorities may

(a) jointly appoint inspectors to act within the
municipalities represented by the local authorities, and

(b) enter in to an agreement for the sharing
of the costs of the inspectors appointed jointly



Urban Infestations

mRats need two things to survive.
(with water source)

mRats found In urban settings are either
hitchhikers or pet rats that have been
released or escaped their owners.

mRats will immediately try to establish shelter.
Many times in junk piles, in or under sheds,
houses and garages.



Rat Eradication Methods

There are four main methods of eliminating rats.
« Baiting* (use bait station) (most effective)

« Trapping

« Fumigating

« Shooting (limited to rural situations)

These methods all work well at different times, locations and circumstances.



Extermination Techniques

m Snap or live trap (for single or small infestations)

m Single feeding baits best (commercially available)
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Rat Website
www.ropingtheweb.ca

http://www.agric.gov.ab.ca

Information ftab at the left centre, then go
to Diseases/Insects/Pests under information
then click on Alberta’s Rat Control Program
under Quick Links and there are 14 fact
sheets about rafs.

Feel free to copy and use them. One fact
sheet has two Fun Quizzes for kids and
adults to learn more about rafts.



http://www.agric.gov.ab.ca
http://www.agric.gov.ab.ca
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CASE STUDY
MEDICINE HAT LANDFILL
















Legand

B = Bail box
O=Tire

® = Tire & bait box
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