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Resolution of the Pacific Northwest Economic Region (PNWER)
on the Vital Importance of the U.S. - Canada Energy Security Relationship

WHEREAS, the Pacific Northwest Economic Region (PNWER) serves to strengthen the
integrated economies of Alaska, Alberta, British Columbia, ldaho, Montana, Northwest
Territories, Oregon, Saskatchewan, Washington and Yukon; and

WHEREAS, PNWER unites government, businesses, Indigenous leaders, nonprofits,
academics and community partners across borders, enabling a nonpartisan, collaborative
approach to addressing common challenges and advancing solutions that bring region-wide
benefits; and

WHEREAS, the security and integrated economies of the PNWER region, spanning both sides
of the border, rely heavily on the efficient and seamless flow of energy goods, services and
workers between the United States and Canada; and

WHEREAS, the United States and Canada have built a reciprocally beneficial energy
relationship over 130 years that is the envy of the world; and

WHEREAS, the bilateral relationship is built on shared values, mutual respect and the
recognition of each nation's sovereignty and a commitment to addressing common challenges,
including energy security and innovation, advancing opportunities for employment and
enhanced wages for all available workers, environmental stewardship and infrastructure
development; and

WHEREAS, the United States and Canada share the world’s largest and most comprehensive
economic relationship, with nearly $2.7 billion USD worth of goods and services crossing the
border each day. More than $150 billion of that trade occurs in mutually beneficial annual energy
including oil, natural gas, electricity and uranium, comprising twenty percent (20%) of all
U.S.-Canada trade; and

WHEREAS, the U.S.-Canada energy security relationship is the hallmark of balanced trade
where Canada is the largest source of U.S. crude oil imports, supplying nearly 4.5 million barrels
of oil each day. The United States continues to import more oil from Canada than from all other
countries combined. Additionally, approximately ninety nine percent (99%) of the natural gas
imported into the United States comes from Canada. Meanwhile, U.S. refineries use those
feedstocks from Canada to produce and sell refined petroleum products to Canada, while the
United States also is the largest source of oil and natural gas imported into Canada; and

WHEREAS, the dominant U.S.-Canada energy advantage has strengthened continental
security and geopolitical stability in an increasingly hostile world. The United States and Canada
now jointly account for approximately thirty percent (30%) of global natural gas production and
about twenty eight percent (28%) of global crude oil and refined petroleum products. Since the
implementation of the United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA), U.S. imports of
Canadian crude oil have continued to grow, while U.S. exports of crude oil, petroleum, and
refined petroleum products to global markets have also surged. Canadian produced crude oll



and natural gas imported into the United States has satisfied and balanced U.S. demand, while
the U.S.-produced energy products may be sold to higher value overseas export markets. This
secure and reciprocal energy trade between the United States and Canada supports binational
security and directly benefits workers and communities; and

WHEREAS, the integrated nature of U.S.-Canada crude oil production and refining provides a
case-study in mutually beneficial trade. With U.S. production at record levels of 13.4 million
barrels per day, U.S. refineries still require approximately 16.5 to 18.4 million barrels per day (at
approximately 90%-100% utilization). The United States once made up this deficit by importing
more than fifty percent (50%) of its crude oil products from overseas nation-states potentially
hostile to the United States and its allies and only fifteen percent (15%) from Canada. Now,
nearly seventy percent of U.S. crude oil imports are “North American Produced” with Canada
making up more than sixty percent (60%) and Mexico at seven percent (7%). Without Canadian
oil, the United States would still be importing more overseas oil than it exports; and

WHEREAS, a similar relationship exists in electricity where Canadian produced electricity
enters the cross-border transmission grid and supplies affordable power to nearly six million
homes in the Pacific Northwest, Minnesota, Michigan, New York and New England; and

WHEREAS, U.S.-Canada energy trade is not just an “import and export numbers” relationship
as it is fully integrated due to the geographical proximity and the established networks
connecting supplies, markets and refineries. U.S.-Canada trade routes run north and south, with
Alberta and British Columbia providing natural gas to many parts of the Western United States,
while refineries in central Canada import light crude produced in the United States with those in
the Gulf Coast and others optimized to receive heavier crudes supplied by Alberta’s oil sands.
Meanwhile, refined petroleum products such as gasoline, diesel, aviation fuels, asphalt and the
array of products used to support North American chemical, polymers and plastics
manufacturers flow from the U.S.-Canada energy sector. The United States exports
approximately forty-three percent (43%) of these refined petroleum products to Canada with
Alberta importing large volumes of diluent from the United States to help its heavy crude flow
southbound. Carried by over 70 oil and gas pipelines and over 35 transmission lines across our
shared border, our secure, reliable and affordable energy powers millions of homes and
businesses across the United States and supports hundreds of thousands of jobs on both sides
of the border.

WHEREAS, the region contains many of North America’s most significant critical mineral resources,
processing facilities, transportation corridors and export gateways, and Canada and the United
States are each other’s largest minerals trading partner, supporting nearly $150 billion in annual two
way minerals and metals trade; and

WHEREAS, Canada exported $28.8 billion in critical minerals to the United States, representing
approximately 57 percent (57%) of its total critical mineral exports, and supplies significant shares of
U.S. demand for key materials including potash, refined zinc, nickel, uranium, aluminum and
germanium, underscoring the importance of an integrated North American critical minerals supply
chain for economic competitiveness, energy security and national defense; and



WHEREAS, the successful history of trust, mutual respect and cooperation between the United
States and Canada must be reaffirmed by working across borders and engaging in good faith
with one another; and

WHEREAS, PNWER exemplifies the power of cross-border cooperation in bridging states,
provinces, territories, industries and sectors in common cause towards mutual prosperity; and

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT PNWER:

1. Reaffirms its commitment to consistent bi-national cooperation on energy security including
oil, natural gas, uranium and electricity guided by open dialogue, shared priorities and a spirit of
unity.

2. Commits to actively supporting and promoting initiatives that enhance cross-border energy
collaboration and address shared challenges.

3. Urges the governments of the United States and Canada to work with states, provinces and
territories to ensure cross-border infrastructure projects such as pipelines, electricity
transmission grids, processing and refining permitting occurs through timely and transparent
processes and, once approved, such approvals remain durable and lasting to ensure
predictability and affordability for families, communities, workers and project proponents in the
PNWER region.

4. Calls on the respective national governments to continue the longstanding tariff-free
treatment of energy resources between the United States and Canada;

5. Recommends enhancement of the United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA) to
include rules of origin that allow preferential treatment to be obtained using regulatory and
royalty registration systems developed by states, provinces and territories to eliminate
redundant compliance filings and unnecessary red tape;

6. Recommends establishment an Energy Security and Critical Minerals Subcommittee under
the USMCA that includes engagement with state, provincial, territorial, local and industry
leaders in the oil, natural gas, uranium, electricity and critical minerals sectors; and

7. Recommends exploring programs to treat all energy resources produced or mined by one
entity in the United States or Canada and processed or refined by the same entity’s corporate
family in the other country as domestic products under relevant U.S., Canada, state, provincial,
territorial or local laws within the PNWER region.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be transmitted to the President of
the United States, the Prime Minister of Canada, Members of Congress from PNWER States,
Members of Parliament from PNWER Provinces and Territories, the respective Governors and
Premiers of the PNWER member jurisdictions and other relevant leaders.



Adopted this twenty first day of July 2026 by PNWER Executive Committee members:

Britt Raybould
President
Idaho

Rep. DeLena Johnson
Vice President, U.S.
Alaska

Brandon Lunty
Vice President, Canada
Alberta

Sen. Mike Cuffe
Lead Delegate
Montana

Hon. Caitlin Cleveland
Lead Delegate
Northwest Territories

Sen. Lew Frederick
Lead Delegate
Oregon

MLA Travis Keisig
Immediate Past President
Saskatchewan

Rep. Cindy Ryu
Lead Delegate
Washington

MLA Adam Gerle
Lead Delegate
Yukon

Brandon Hardenbrook
Executive Director
PNWER
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