
 
 

 

 

 
 

August 19, 2026 
 
Honorable Jamieson Greer 
United States Trade Representative 
Office of the United States Trade Representative 
600 17th Street NW 
Washington, DC 20508 

Honourable Dominic LeBlanc 
President of the King’s Privy Council for Canada 
Minister responsible for Canada-U.S. Trade, 
Intergovernmental Affairs, Internal Trade and 
One Canadian Economy 
House of Commons 
Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6, Canada 

 
 
Dear Ambassador Greer and Minister LeBlanc: 

Following our productive discussions at the Pacific Northwest Economic Region (PNWER) Annual 
Summit (July 19–23, 2026, in Edmonton, Alberta), we write to you in our roles as PNWER 
leadership and Agriculture Working Group leaders representing Montana, Idaho, Washington, 
and Oregon, alongside the provinces of Alberta, Saskatchewan, and British Columbia. We write 
to express our strong support of renewal and strengthening of the United States-Mexico-
Canada Agreement (USMCA / CUSMA). 

Agriculture is the backbone of the PNWER region. Throughout our summit, leaders across diverse 
sectors repeatedly underscored the vital role cross-border trade plays in securing our food supply 
and sustaining rural communities. Beyond feeding millions, our farmers, ranchers, and 
processors anchor local economies, conserve vital lands, and create high-quality jobs on both 
sides of the border. 

The economic integration of our cross-border agricultural sector is significant: 

• Canada is the United States' most important agricultural trading partner, serving as a 
leading export market for U.S. farmers and ranchers while supporting a highly integrated 
North American agricultural economy. Over half of Canada's agricultural imports originate 
from American producers. Northwest U.S. states export over $11.75 billion in agricultural 
goods to Canada annually, with a similar flow in exports back into the U.S. from Western 
Canadian provinces. 
 

• Our cross-border supply chains have been built and refined over decades of strong 
partnerships and collaboration. Inputs, livestock, grains, oilseeds, specialty crops, and 
processing exports cross our shared border daily within an interconnected regional supply 
network. 

Our producers, transporters, and food manufacturers rely on stable cross-border relationships, 
clear rules, and efficient trade corridors to remain globally competitive. USMCA/CUSMA provides 
the foundational rules-based framework necessary for shared North American prosperity. 



 
 

 

Preserving, renewing, and refining this vital agreement is essential to maintaining a safe, reliable 
food supply and fostering long-term economic resilience for both the U.S. and Canada. 

We appreciate your leadership and stand ready to assist both governments in safeguarding the 
future of North American agriculture. 

Sincerely,
 

 
 
 

Brandon Hardenbrook 
Executive Director 
PNWER 
 
 

 
Representative Britt Raybould 
Idaho 
PNWER President  
 
 

 
Paul Choi, MLA 
Parliamentary Secretary for Trade 
British Columbia 
PNWER Vice President 
 

 
Travis Keisig, MLA 
Saskatchewan 
PNWER Past President 
PNWER Agriculture Co-chair 
 

 
The Honourable David Marit 
Minister of Agriculture 
Saskatchewan 
 
 

 
The Honourable Tara Sawyer 
Minister of Agriculture and 
Irrigation 
Alberta 
 

 
Mike Honeycutt 
Executive Director 
Montana Department of Livestock 
 
 

 
Lisa Charpilloz Hanson  
Director 
Oregon Department of Agriculture  
 
 
 

 
Derek Sandison 
Director 
Washington State  
Department of Agriculture 

 
 
 
 
cc: Northwest Congressional Delegation 
 Secretary Brooke Rollins, U.S. Dept of Agriculture  
 Hon. Heath MacDonald, Minister of Agriculture and Agrifood Canada  
 Prairies and Western Liberal Caucus 


