
2017 Economic 
Leadership Forum 

Victoria B.C. | Nov. 5 - 7 



Visit the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia in session. 
Photos courtesy of Tourism Victoria. 

Discuss major topics in regional economic development with 
Canadian and U.S. leaders in a beautiful, historic setting. 

The PNWER Economic Leadership is designed to 
maximize participation from regional legislators and 
business leaders. 

This year the Legislative Leadership Academy is 
open to the public and private sector stakeholders 
and will assist legislators in developing important 
relationships with their colleagues from neighboring 
jurisdictions. Hands-on workshops give attendees 
a better understanding of how we govern state, 
provincial, territorial and federal systems. 

Broaden your understanding of 
regional governance

Victoria B.C | 
Nov. 5 - 7 

“PNWER is the ‘Gold Standard’ in advancing cross-border regional 
issues” - Ambassador David Wilkins, former U.S. Ambassador to Canada

The plenary sessions will expand upon the lessons 
learned during the legislative academy with focused, 
in-depth discussions on specific PNWER policy areas 
and key subjects affecting our regional economy. 

Topics will include: 

   - Innovation & Workforce
 - Infrastructure resiliency 
 - Wildland and forest fire management
 - Transportation and Environmental Safety in  
               the Salish Sea
 - Regional Tourism Opportunities 
 - NAFTA Update and role of states/provinces

The Pacific NorthWest Economic Region (PNWER) is the premier nonpartisan organization bringing together 
policy makers, non-profits, and business leaders to support the development of our regional economy. PNWER is 
recognized by both the United States and Canada as a model for regional and bi-national cooperation because of its 
proven success.

“Think of us not as two great countries, but as one great place....
Innovation requires diversity. The best ideas come when you bring 
together people who think differently” - Brad Smith, President of 

Microsoft, speaking at 2017 PNWER Annual Summit



Visit the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia in session. 
Photos courtesy of Tourism Victoria. 
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Sunday, November 5 
9:00 am - 5:00 pm Registration 

9:15 am - 11:00 am Executive Committee Meeting- Review PNWER priorities 

12:00 pm– 1:15 pm Welcoming Luncheon 

1:30 pm - 2:45 pm  Presentation on the basic structural differences between the Canadian and U.S. government systems 

3:00 pm - 5:00 pm Facilitated roundtable discussion on the campaign, elections, and leadership process in both states and provinces/territories 

6:00 pm -  8:00 pm Welcome Reception 

9:00 pm -  11:00 pm Hospitality Suite 

* Schedule is tentative and subject to change.  Visit www.pnwer.org/2017-winer-meeting for further updates.  

Monday, November 6 

7:00am - 5:00pm Registration 

8:00am - 9:00am Discussion on Provincial, Territorial, and State and Federal Relations 

9:15am - 10:30am “View from the Speaker’s Chair”- A comparative look at the role of the Speaker of the House and the Speaker of the Legislative As-
sembly 

10:45am - 12:00pm How do states and provinces collaborate to play a broader role in policy decisions for the region? Specific policy issues to be dis-
cussed.  

12:15pm - 1:30pm Luncheon Keynote  

1:45pm - 3:00pm Visit to the B.C. Legislative Assembly during Question Period- (tentative) 

3:00pm - 5:00pm Facilitated roundtable scenario discussion of case studies examples of regional cross-border issues with shared federal -provincial/
state responsibility.  Wildland and forest fire response- how can our region work more  effectively together and with  both federal 
governments?  

6:00 pm -  8:00 pm Offsite Reception  

9:00 pm -  11:00 pm Hospitality Suite 

Tuesday, November 7  

7:00am - 5:00pm Registration  

8:00am - 9:00am Keynote Breakfast- Update on NAFTA  Modernization 

9:15am - 10:30am Regional Tourism Opportunities: harbour to harbour air service ; economic impact of cruise industry; & linking tourism promotions in 
the region 

10:45am - 12:00pm Infrastructure Resiliency: lessons learned from recent fires, floods, earthquakes and cyber attacks  

12:15pm - 1:30pm Luncheon Keynote - Safety in the Salish Sea  

1:45pm - 3:00pm TBD Safety in the Salish Sea Conference:  

The event will bring key stakeholders from government, industry, and 
tribes together to discuss collaborative measures to improve marine 
safety and protect the environment 

3:00pm - 4:30pm Innovation and Workforce  

4:30pm - 5:00pm Wrap-up 

6:00 pm -  8:00 pm Optional Reception  

Preliminary Schedule. Full agenda available at www.pnwer.org 



Accommodations 
Regarded on as a top Canadian hotel, the 
Fairmont Empress graces Victoria’s sparkling 
Inner Harbour with an iconic presence. Visit 
www.pnwer.org/2017-winter-meeting for 
information on accessing the discounted room 
rate. 

Travel
Travel to Victoria in style via the Victoria 
Clipper, floatplane, ferry or plane. Visit the 
PNWER website for information on booking and 
discounted rates. 

Increase your visibility and share your organizations innovations with key regional decision 
makers. Sponsorship opportunities are still available.  Please contact sponsorship@pnwer.org 
for further information. 

Early Supporters

Pacific NorthWest Economic Region
2200 Alaskan Way, Suite 460, Seattle WA, 98121

206 443-7723 |www.pnwer.org | @PNWER/#PNWER17


