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Dale was appointed Program Manager for the Washington State Department of Ecology Spill Prevention, Preparedness and Response Program in August 2001. The Spills Program is a statewide program responsible for activities that include spill prevention, preparedness, response, and natural resource damage assessment.  There are approximately 71 program employees and 25 after-hours responders located at four regional offices, two field offices, and headquarters with a two-year budget of about $29 million. Dale spent nine years as manager in the Department of Ecology’s Air Quality and Toxics Cleanup programs. Prior to Ecology, Dale spent three years implementing the Governor’s Efficiency Commission Study. Many of the results from that study are still in place today. Prior to state service, Dale was a small business owner/operator in retail, agriculture, and environmental consulting. Dale grew up in Montana and now lives in Olympia with his wife Laura.  They have three children. Dale has a degree in Business Administration from the University of Montana. He enjoys spending time outdoors, biking, hiking, and boating with friends and family. Dale places importance on establishing and maintaining good stakeholder relationships, and a high priority on partnerships to protect the environment. He believes if we hold our regulated community to a high standard, we need to hold ourselves to that same standard. Accountability and performance are essential to our success. 


