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Irreplaceable Region 
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Local Definition of  

Success: 
Å USE OF:  

ï 150,000 (500 cfs) ð Acre-Feet (500 CFS = 
.0025% of  average daily flow, or .004% at 
low flow) of  Columbia River water. 

Å Negotiated down to 180 cfs for first 
phase due to mitigation water right 
totals  

Å AND:  
ï Infrastructure penetrating our four critical 

groundwater areas 
Å The designs are done! 

 

Å WHICH WILL:  
ï Give large and small acreage owners a 

chance to make a difference 

ï Encourage innovation and entrepreneurship 

ï Generate billions in economic activity and 
thousands of  local and regional jobs (all 
sectors) 

ï Take pressures off  of  over-appropriated 
groundwater and Columbia River tributaries 

ï Guarantee commitment to and access to 
future long-term main-stem projects 

ï Build a customer base for regional 
partnerships in NE Oregon 
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The Vision 
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PROJECT STEPS 

1st Biennium (2015-2017): Water rights and infrastructure  

- Facilitates economic benefit 

- Facilitates environmental benefit  

- Facilitates social benefit if  protections are established to 

prevent speculation and splinter efforts 

 

2nd Biennium: Permanent Mitigation Program and Basalt 

Relief/Bank (May need a work group)  

- This is the true social benefit 

 

3rd Biennium: A storage project (Juniper Dam study, etc.) 
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What we mean by Geographically Limited and 

Irreplaceable  

 

Å WATER LIFT 

 

Å WEATHER 

 

Å EXISTING SYSTEMS 

 

Å TERRAIN 

 

Å PROCESSING 

 

Å ALTERNATIVE FUEL 

NEEDS 

 

 

VALUE OF WATER 

ñFrom Dry to Fryò 

 

Å Dryland wheat  - $100 
Å 40 bushel fallow wheat 

 

Å 1st Acre Foot - $500 
Å 100 bushel irrigated 

wheat 
 

Å 2nd Acre Foot - $1,500 
Å Hay, Some vegetables, 

grass seeds, etc. 

 

Å 3rd  Acre Foot - $5,000+ 
Å High value root crops 

Å Full Rotation 

 

LITERALLY: THE BEST HIGH-VALUE 

AG IN THE WORLD 



OBC and State Leadership Recognize the Value of 

High-Value Irrigated Agriculture  

THE CASE: Theò Ag-Baseòthat 
Supports Job Creation and Innovation 

Geographically limited: Existing acreage and ñin-fillò 

growth 

The POTENTIAL: Jobs, Funds, Future (Source: Bruce Sorte, OSU)  
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