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Office of the Vice President 
U.S. Department of Commerce
U.S. Department of Energy
U.S. Department of Homeland Security
U.S. Department of Interior
U.S. Department of State
U.S. Department of Transportation
U.S. Trade Representative

Office of:
Speaker of the House Paul Ryan
House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi
Congressman Earl Blumenauer
Congressman Greg Walden
Congressman Mike Simpson
Congresswoman Suzanne Bonamici
Congressman Adam Smith
Congresswoman Cathy McMorris-Rodgers
Congressman Dan Newhouse
Congressman Dave Reichert
Congressman Derek Kilmer
Congressman Greg Gianforte
Congresswoman Jamie Herrera-Beutler
Congressman Peter DeFazio
Congressman Rick Larsen
Congresswoman Suzan DelBene
Senator Maria Cantwell
Senator Mike Crapo
Senator Steve Daines
Senator Dan Sullivan
Senator Jeff Merkley
Senator Lisa Murkowski
Senator Patty Murray
Senator Jon Tester

U.S. Agencies and 
Legislative Offices PNWER 

met with in 2017

Sen. Jim Honeyford (right) and Brandon Hardenbrook, PNWER, 
discussed invasive species prevention with David Postman, Chief 

of Staff to Washington Governor Jay Inslee. 

 PNWER met with Premier Sandy Silver (center) and the Yukon 
Cabinet while visiting Whitehorse in preparation of the 2018 

Economic Leadership Forum. 

Capital Visits

PNWER had an active year engaging with Congressional 
and Federal officials from the US. PNWER met with then 
Secretary of Homeland Security General John Kelly, a 
number of Congressional leaders, and staff.  PNWER 
conducted 5 visits to Washington, D.C. in 2017 and briefed 
the region’s congressional delegation and members of the 
U.S. Federal Government executive branch. 

Highlights and Meetings:  
•	 Sec. John Kelly in Seattle on disaster preparedness
•	 Congressman Dave Reichert, chairman of the House 

Ways and Means Trade Subcommittee on NAFTA 
negotiations

•	 Congressional leadership on the state-federal 
relationship  with Western Governors Association 

•	 Advocated for invasive species management with NW 
Congressional Delegation and Dept. of Interior 

•	 Presented to the U.S. Trade Representative Hearing on 
NAFTA Modernization

•	 Presented the CRDR's work to Department of Homeland 
Security leadership

U.S. Federal Engagement and 
Outreach to Washington, DC

Steve Myers, on behalf of PNWER, testified to the United 
States Trade Representative (USTR) stakeholders to state our 

recommendations for NAFTA Modernization.
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PNWER visited Ottawa and met with Minister Marc Garneau.

Hon. Mark Eyking, M.P. Nova Scotia
Randy Hoback, M.P. Saskatchewan

Tracey Ramsey, M.P. Ontario
Sukh Dhaliwal, M.P. British Columbia

Peter Fonseca, M.P. Ontario
Kyle Peterson, M.P. Ontario

Karen Ludwig M.P. New Brunswick
Linda Lapointe M.P. Quebec

Dave Van Kesteren, M.P. Ontario

In Ottawa, the delegation met 
with the House of Commons 

Standing Committee on 
International Trade:

PNWER representatives participated in a visit to Ottawa 
in May to facilitate and contribute to discussions on 
Canada/US border relations, trade and natural resource 
management, invasive species and transportation 
issues.   

The delegation met with Hon. Marc Garneau, Minister 
of Transport to discuss market access issues, cross-
border infrastructure, and marine safety. 

NAFTA negotiations were at the forefront of PNWER's 
activity in Ottawa. Officers discussed the PNWER 
NAFTA Modernization Task Force, Stakeholder Survey, 
and efforts to approach key allies in congress within 
subcommittees on the NAFTA renegotiation, and with 
key Federal officials. 

PNWER met with Minister Carr to discuss cross-
border energy issues and the benefits of educating 
legislators from across the US and Canada.  Additionally, 
the delegation met with General Andrew Leslie, 
Parliamentary Secretary, Minister of State for US 
Relations.   

In addition to the ministers and members of parliament, 
PNWER also met with senior staff in the Federal 
Government of Canada and Elizabeth Aubin of the U.S. 
Embassy in Ottawa. 

 A major accomplishment from PNWER’s years of 
advocacy with stakeholders is the finalized preclearance 
agreement between Canada and the US land, marine, 
and air transportation systems will have the ability to 
clear customs before entering the US. Preclearance that 
has been implemented at major airports has improved 
the flow of tourism and business travel, while preventing 
individuals without proper documentation from entering 
the US. This is a proven best practice for US security. 

Ottawa Engagement

PNWER presented testimony based on stakeholder perspectives 
and the NAFTA Taskforce at the International Trade Committee in 

Ottawa.

 PNWER has proven itself to be an ideal vehicle for identifying shared regional 
problems and crafting solutions that serve the people we represent.“

”Oregon State Senator Arnie Roblan, PNWER 

Capital Visits
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Center for Regional Disaster Resilience

Fort McMurray Fire Study with Paul Spring.  Phoenix 
Heliflight (left) and Steve Myers, PNWER (right).  

A board game guided participants through a cyber attack 
and response. Lessons learned on vulnerability and 
response planning will be addressed at 2018 events. 

Major Program Areas

The Center for Regional Disaster Resilience (CRDR), 
operating under PNWER,  focuses on infrastructure 
interdependencies and disaster resilience projects. The 
CRDR is committed to working with states, provinces, 
territories and communities to create public-private 
partnerships, develop action plans, and undertake pilot 
projects to improve regional disaster resilience.

CRDR has been awarded two Department of Homeland 
Security Resilience Challenge infrastructure projects. 
The first project will develop a maritime cybersecurity 
reporting Concept of Operations (CONOPS) that can be 
used by the maritime industry to report cybersecurity 
incidents and share information with key partners. 

The second grant, in partnership with the Global 
Resilience Institute, will develop technologies to use 
Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS), or  drones, to inspect 
critical infrastructures post disaster. GRI will provide the 
technical expertise to execute the engineering aspects 
of the project and the CRDR will assist with overall 
stakeholder coordination and grant administration. 

2018: Maritime & Drones Resilience Challenge

A partnership has been formed with the Northeastern 
University’s Global Resilience Institute (GRI). CRDR 
staff contributed to a GRI study on the impact of 
wildland fires on critical infrastructures. Work on 
earthquake resilience that began with a GRI-led Critical 
Infrastructure Workshop in September, will continue in 
2018.  The CRDR will plan and execute a Blue Cascades, 
Earthquake Recovery Tabletop Exercise for King 
County, Washington focused on critical infrastructure 
interdependencies.

Partner: Global Resilience Institute 

The Disaster Resilience Symposium was held 
concurrently with the Annual Summit in Portland, 
Oregon. Sessions included:

-- Calgary Flood and Alberta Fires Response and 
Recovery

-- Climate Change and Adaptation
-- Critical Infrastructure Interdependencies: Cross 

State/Province/National Borders
-- Cybersecurity
-- Defining Disaster Resilience
-- Oil Train Safety and Emergency Response Planning
-- Public-Private Partnerships on Resilience
-- Technologies Impacting Disaster Resilience

Disaster Resilience Symposium at Annual Summit
Cybersecurity has 
remained an area of 
emphasis with two 
workshops in Washington 
State and one in 
Idaho. Topics included 
communication sharing 
and cyber insurance. Rep. 
Zack Hudgins (WA) spoke 
on cybersecurity on Dec. 7 

wildfires
earthquakes

drones

cybersecurity 
maritime security

Cybersecurity 

infrastructure7 Events 650 Participants
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Our economy is strengthened by our regional 
connections and it was the recognition of the need to 
build strong partnerships across these borders that 
first prompted the formation of PNWER 27 years ago. 
PNWER’s reach cross-border and region-wide makes it 
a valuable organization for business and government 
leaders alike. 

PNWER is a strong voice for business and government 
across five states, three provinces, and two territories 
and to the federal governments in Washington D.C. and 
Ottawa

PNWER has consistently been recognized as a leader 
in the region, bringing together the public and private 
sectors to tackle our common challenges and share 
innovative best practices for growing our regional 
economy. 

Partner with PNWER

Delegates
PNWER Summits routinely bring in 550+ 
outstanding attendees. Typical guest lists include:

60+ state, provincial and territorial legislators
50 corporate CEOs or VPs
60 NGO executive directors
Several federal legislators 
15 University Presidents 
90+ governmental officials

	 Ways to become involved:
•	 Join one of 19 industry specific working groups focused on advocacy and policy solutions 

•	 Provide input and recommendations on proposed policy and pilot projects to the federal governments 
in Washington D.C. and Ottawa

•	 Join the PNWER private sector council, which helps businesses develop new relationships with partners, 
vendors, and suppliers on both sides of the border

•	 Increase visibility for your ogranization through sponsorship: www.pnwer.org/sponsorship

Government 
staff & 
Academic

Legislative

Private Sector

NGO

Other

2018 Annual Summit | July 22-26 | Spokane, WA

Join more than 550 key leaders, legislators and government leaders from PNWER’s ten states, provinces and 
territories to address the biggest economic and environmental policy issues impacting the region. 

20%

27.5%

42.5%

20%

15%

Attendance breakdown

Join PNWER in improving the Pacific Northwest 

“Think of us not as two great 
countries, but as one great place....

Innovation requires diversity. 
The best ideas come when you 

bring together people who think 
differently”

 -Brad Smith, President of Microsoft, 
speaking at 2017 PNWER Annual 

Summit
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Financial Report

PNWER's income is derived from statutory dues from member jurisdictions as well as state, provincial 
and federal grants and contracts, and private sector contributions. Private sector sponsorships vary by 
company and amount, and help fund projects, meetings, and conferences.

The Pacific Northwest Economic Region Foundation 
operates as a U.S. 501(c)6 nonprofit organization. 

Program Expenses	 $ 844,000
Meeting Expenses	 $ 396,009
Administrative	 $ 152,637
Program Development	 $72,763

Fiscal Year 17 Expenses

Total Expenses	 $ 1,465,409

Fiscal Year 17 Revenue

Statutory Dues	 $ 389,000
Sponsorships	 $ 503,780
Contracts	 $ 357,169
Meeting Revenue	 $ 206,039
Other Income	 $ 8,049

Total Revenue	 $ 1,464,056

Program Expenses
58%

Meeting Expenses
27%

Administrative
10%

Program 
Development

5%

Expenses

Statutory Dues
27%

Sponsorships
34%

Contracts
24%

Meeting Revenue
14%

Other Income
1%

Revenue
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Arctic Institute 
American Chamber of Commerce in 
Canada - Western Canada
American Gas Association
American Public Power Association 
Berkshire Hathaway
Boise State University
Canadian American Business Council
Canadian Animal Health Coalition 
Canadian Studies Consortium 
Cascadia Institute
City of Seattle
CleanTech Alliance
Community Colleges of Spokane
Construction Center of Excellence 
Consulate General Canada - Denver
Consulate General Canada - Seattle
Embassy of the United States in Ottawa
Global Affairs Canada 
Homeland Security Emergency 
Management Center of Excellence
Human Resources and Skills 
Development Canada (HRSDC)
Idaho National Laboratories (INL)
ID Office of Emergency Management

Institute of the North
King County Office of Emergency 
Management
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, AB
North American Strategy for 
Competitiveness (NASCO)
National Conference of State Legislators 
Natural Resources Canada
North Star Group
NW Healthcare Response Network
NW Power and Conservation Council
Northwest Warning, Alert and 
Response Network 
Oregon Institute of Technology
Oregon Invasive Species Council
Oregon State University
PNW Border Health Alliance
Pacific Northwest National Lab (PNNL)
Pacific States Marine Fisheries 
Commission 
Pierce County, Washington 
Portland Bureau of Emergency 	
Management
Portland State University
Snohomish County, Washington

SkillSource BC 
The Energy Council
Transport Canada
Trent University 
U.S. Army Corp of Engineers
U.S. Coast Guard
U.S. Consulate General - Vancouver
U.S. Department of Energy
U.S. Department of Homeland Security
University of Alaska - Fairbanks
University of Calgary
University of Idaho
University of Lethbridge
University of Regina
University of Washington
Washington OneNet
Washington State Dept. of Commerce
Washington State Fusion Center
Washington State University
Western Governors Association
Western Washington University - Border 
Policy Research Institute
Yukon College - Cold Climate Research

Association of Oregon Counties
Alaska Airlines
Alberta Beef Producers
ALMA
American Petroleum Institute
Andeavor
APEGA
APEGS
ASET
Association of Mineral Exploration BC
ASTTBC
Battelle
BNSF
Booz Allen Hamilton
BP
BYD
Business Oregon
The Butchart Gardens
Calgary Economic Development
Canpotex Ltd. 
Cement Association of Canada
Century Link
CN
Construction Center of Excellence
Cruise Line International Association –
North West and Canada
Devon Energy

Edmonton Economic Development 
Corporation 
Enbridge
Energy Trust of Oregon
Engineers and Geoscientists of BC 
ExxonMobil
Fasken Martineau
FortisBC
IBEW Local 48
Idaho Dairymen's Association
Idaho Potato Commission
Insulating Concrete Forms 
Manufacturers Associations
Jordan Cove LNG
Koch Industries Inc.
League of Oregon Cities
MDU Resources
Metro
Microsoft
Nelson Mullins
NIKE
Northwest Cement Council
Northwestern Energy
Northwest Gas Association
Northwest Food Processors Association
NW Natural
One Concern

Oregon Concrete and Aggregate 
Producers Association
Oregon Forest Resources Institute
Oregon People's Utility District 
Association
Pacific Power
Pacific Northwest Law Group
Portland Business Alliance
Portland General Electric
Puget Sound Energy
SaskCanola
Simplot
Shell
Spectrum
Spectra Energy
RDH Building Science 
Teck
Travel Oregon
Union Pacific
Vancouver Energy
Van Ness Feldman
Van Horne Institute
Washington Public Utility Districts 
Association
Washington County, Oregon

Alaska
Alberta
British Columbia

Idaho
Montana
The Northwest Territories

Oregon
Saskatchewan
Washington
Yukon

Statutory Members

Members

Partners

Supporters and Partners
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Pacific NorthWest Economic Region
28th Annual Summit | Spokane, Washington | July 22-26, 2018

www.pnwer.org/2018summit

The premier bi-national conference on promoting regional collaboration

Spokane: Where Collaboration 

and Creativity Come Together

The Delegates
550+  Regional Leaders 
• 60+ state, provincial & territorial legislators
• 50 corporate CEOs or VPs
• 60 NGO executive directors
• 15 University Presidents 
• 90+ governmental officials 
• Several federal legislators

The Issues
Agriculture
Border and Trade
Columbia River Treaty
Cross-border Livestock Health
Disaster Resilience
Economic Development
Energy & Environment
NAFTA Modernization
Forestry
Infrastructure
Innovation
Invasive Species
Mining
Tourism
Transportation
Workforce Development
University Presidents 

You’re Invited!
PNWER Economic Leadership Forum 

Whitehorse, Yukon | November 2018

www.pnwer.org                    (206)-443-7723                          @PNWER

The Purpose
• Strengthen cooperation and develop regional 
       solutions
• Learn about key economic issues
• Collaborate with US & Canadian public and 
       private sector leaders  
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2200 Alaskan Way, Suite 460 | Seattle, WA 98121
P: 206-443-7723 | F: 206-443-7703

@PNWER 
#PNWER18

Facebook.com/PNWER

bitly.com/pnwerlinked

www.pnwer.orgWebsite:


