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Karen Ballard
Administrator, Tourism Development
Idaho Department of Commerce

Karen joined the Idaho Division of Tourism for a newly created tourism development position in 1992. The job entailed expansion of international visitation to Idaho in collaboration with Montana, Wyoming and South Dakota through Rocky Mountain International. She was appointed the Administrator of Idaho State Tourism in November 2007. 

A native of Washington State, Ballard received her degree in Legal Studies from UC Berkeley before relocating to Idaho in 1982. Ballard began her tourism career with the Elkhorn Resort in Sun Valley progressing from the front office to sales, then catering, and ultimately as Director of Sales. Karen has worked for various professional associations, including the Idaho Lodging and Restaurant Association and the Idaho Retailers Association.
