
 

Barbara Cosens 

Barbara joined the law faculty at the University of Idaho in 2004, received tenor in 2009, and was 

promoted to full professor in 2010.  She was the Shepard Professor for 2009-2010 at the College of 

Law.  In 2009, she was the Stegner Young Scholar at the University of Utah.  In 2008-2009 she 

received the William F. and Joan L. Boyd Teaching Award from the University of Idaho College of 

Law.  She teaches Water Law, Water Policy, Law and Science, and Property Law and a leads a team 

taught course in Interdisciplinary Methods in Water Resources.  She is a PI on development of the 

new Water Resources graduate degree program at UI which includes options for concurrent 

J.D./M.S. and J.D./Ph.D. degrees. She represents the University of Idaho on the Universities 

Consortium on Columbia River Governance.  Her research interests include the integration of law 

and science in water resource management and dispute resolution, water management and resilience, 

and the recognition and settlement of Native American water rights.     


